
SUMMER READING AP English
CHOICE NOVEL

LONG TERM LEARNING TARGETS:
1. I can share and describe my tastes and interests in literature.

CONTEXT: Reading literature is supposed to be fun and entertaining.  I don’t want us to forget that.  While
we study literature, what we learn will hopefully open doors to thoughtful and exciting conversations.
Indeed, the foundation of AP English is the conversation; discussing what we read allows us to socialize
in an intellectual and philosophical way.  While I hope we can sit in a circle to discuss our thoughts and
question each other in September, it is also my responsibility to prepare us for a hybrid of in-person and online
classes.  We will lay the foundation for future conversations by sharing some of the thoughts and feelings
we have while reading.

TASK: Correspond with Mr. King via email about a book he is reading for the first time.

STEP 1: Choose one novel from the list below.  While reading, text code for striking moments. That’s my
umbrella term for thoughts, questions, connections, and literary techniques; basically, any pieces of text that you feel
are important.  Maybe the moment is beautiful or well written.  Perhaps the narrator or character says something
thoughtful or reveals a deeper meaning or feels particularly strange or
difficult or makes you consider an idea . . . you get the idea.  The list of
books to choose from is:

● Dominicana by Angie Cruz
● Fight Club by Chuck Palahniuk
● The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood
● Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro
● Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi
● Under the Feet of Jesus by Helena María Viramontes

STEP 2: Hype up the book.  On the Stream of our GoogleClassroom,
post a comment saying something interesting or thoughtful about the first impression the book gives you.
Alternatively, you can reply to someone else’s comment and add a “yes and” statement to continue to hype the
book up. NO SPOILERS—that’s one of my biggest pet peeves.  The comment, either as an original post or a
“yes and” response, should be a few sentences long and left while you’re reading the first fifty pages.

STEP 3: Correspond with me throughout the summer about your book.  Your email should let me know what you
think; I will also be happy to share some of my own thoughts.  While your emails do not need to be formal (feel free
to use “I” and “you”), they should be thorough and thought-provoking.  Feel free to ask questions that are either

general thoughts, about specific passages, or what I think.  You can also make statements about what the book
makes you think about or how the book makes you feel. Trash the book if you don’t like it!  More than anything,
I want you to meet the learning target of sharing and describing your taste in literature. You should send me at
least three emails throughout the summer: one after you’ve started the book, a second when you are midway
through the book, and the third when you finish it. Do not send three emails the last week of August, and our

correspondence should be finished before September starts. I think you should get started on this assignment
first.  For those of you who like models, I’ve included some emails from last year here. There’s also a rubric to help
you.
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1LDTrwnCCFXVAjkpsSYZmWbILlXW3svSa
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HukeqlnEZuodZC1us-5VLN7Kt9d3vLnIMYGN6paryyI/edit


SUMMER READING AP English
POETRY

LONG TERM LEARNING TARGETS:
1. I can share and describe my tastes and interests in literature.

CONTEXT: At MELS, you’ve learned some useful reading skills, but reading poetry is a bit more involved.
I’m confident that you can read and interpret text. Poetry, however, poses a new set of challenges because of
the particularities of writing in verse.  We will build our curiosity with poetry by exploring a poet.

TASK: Create an aesthetically pleasing GoogleSlides presentation of 10- to 15-slides exploring one of the
poets below.  Explain the poet’s influences, accomplishments, and general vibe.  A large majority of the slides
should analyze noticings and inferences about two of the poet’s poems.  You can also ask questions. Feel free to
include video or audio of the poet performing or of someone else reading the poems.  While the presentation
should match the poet’s vibe, you should feel free to add gifs, images, and word art to engage the audience.

POETS
Phyllis Wheatley
(1753? – 1784)

William Carlos Williams
(1883 – 1963)

Allen Ginsburg
(1926 – 1997)

Ada Limón
(b. 1976)

Lord Byron
(1788 – 1824)

Edna St. Vincent Millay
(1892 – 1950)

Adrienne Rich
(1929 – 2012)

Jericho Brown
(b. 1976)

Percy Byshee Shelley
(1792 – 1822)

Dorothy Parker
(1893 – 1967)

Mary Oliver
(1935 – 2019)

Ilya Kaminsky
(b. 1977)

John Keats
(1795 – 1821)

e. e. cummings
(1894 – 1962)

Miguel Algarín
(1941 – 2020)

Rudy Francisco
(b. 1982)

Edgar Allen Poe
(1809 – 1849)

Claude McKay
(1889 – 1948)

Joy Harjo
(b. 1951)

Warsan Shire
(b. 1988)

Walt Whitman
(1819 – 1892)

Elizabeth Bishop
(1911 – 1979)

Natasha Trethewey
(b. 1966)

Clint Smith
(b. 1988)

Christina Rossetti
(1830 – 1894)

Dylan Thomas
(1914 – 1953)

Terrance Hayes
(b. 1971)

José Olivarez
(b. 1988)

Gertrude Stein
(1874 – 1946)

Gwendolyn Brooks
(1917 – 2000)

Tracy K. Smith
(b. 1972)

Franny Choi
(b. 1990)

DIRECTIONS:
1. Do your research by exploring the poet’s biography and poems on the Poetry Foundation.  Many of the

poets will also have their own websites or websites dedicated to their work.  You should also listen to
podcasts or YouTube clips on or about the poet and see if they have Instagram and Twitter accounts.

2. Use these five tips to elevate your presentation. The standard templates in GoogleSlides are dry.
3. If you like structure, feel free to use the brief outline below as a guide, but feel free to mix it up.

a. Introduce the poet and the poet’s vibe. 
b. From where does the poet draw inspiration?  Does the poet have several poems about the same

thing—like nature or some form of systemic inequality or growing up or love?
c. Take a deeper look into the poems and share some noticings, inferences, and wonderings. 
d. Compare the poems.  What do the two poems by the same poet have in common?
e. Conclude thoughtfully—we’ll have a mini lesson on this. 

4. Upload your work to this folder in GoogleDrive before the first day of school, September 13.
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https://www.poetryfoundation.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L71YblOBVAA
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1luHFW1mmHcyCdXGQm715o7w11EHpSCh9


SUMMER READING AP English
WHOLE CLASS NOVEL

LONG TERM LEARNING TARGETS:
1. I can prove a complex thesis.

CONTEXT: Most stories, from plays to novels to movies and TV shows, depend on characters changing over
time to keep our interest.  Often authors use their characters to reflect a common change that we all experience
or the change that we all need to make in our lives. We will consider the complexities of characters as we read
novels together throughout the year, but we will start thinking about what it means to change and how
relationships change.

TASK – Read Cormac McCarthy’s The Road.  Consider the way McCarthy crafts his novel by
text coding for thoughts and questions about the characters’ traits and the way the characters
develop or change.  After finishing The Road, craft a 3- to 5-page paper that answers two
questions in one cohesive essay:

1. How, if at all, do the two main characters change from the start of the novel to the end?
2. How, if at all, does the relationship between the two main characters shape the way they

change?

Please upload this paper to our shared GoogleDrive folder by 9 AM on September 13.  You should not do any
outside research to write this paper.  Please review the rubric after you compose your paper.
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1aZpbINQFxguMfunkRiMwIQsBQlvXfy_r
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IvKS4bqeKL4rfroDtt3j1k1bNNRPMn0LDcfDU9y10Y4/edit

