
SUMMER READING FOR
INCOMING 7th GRADERS
Due Friday, September 15, 2021

We are so excited to have you next year in 7th grade ELA! Over
the summer, please select one of the books from the list below
and read it. Which book you pick is up to you. All of these books
will help prepare you for important topics we will discuss in our
first expedition of the year around racial injustice in our
American community.

First, use this helpful guide to figure out how to get one of these
amazing books! If you cannot buy a book this summer, you
should read All-American Boys by Jason Reynolds, which has been purchased for you and is already
in your SORA account!

After you read your book, record and email us a video or audio recording “Reader Reflection” of you
explaining your thoughts and experience reading the book. Here are some questions you might
answer in your reflection recording.

● Did you enjoy reading the book? Why or why not?
● Did you connect with any of the character’s experiences? Why or why not?
● What did you learn from the main character’s experiences in the book?
● What does the book teach us about the experience of people of color in the U.S.?

*An example Reader Reflection is here. You can record yours and send it to Ms. Tomanocy at
ktomanocy@metropolitanels.com and Ms. Sylvester at ssylvester@metropolitanels.com at any point during
the summer.

Book Options (listed in order of difficulty—most difficult at the top. Please choose the difficulty level
that is right for you as a reader)
The Hate U Give
Tyler Johnson Was Here
All-American Boys
Dear Martin
How it Went Down
Ghost Boys

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas
Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she lives and the fancy
suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr
witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was
unarmed. Soon afterward, his death became a national headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a
drug dealer and a gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil’s name. Some cops try to intimidate
Starr and her family. What everyone wants to know is: what really went down that night? And the only person
alive who can answer that is Starr. But what Starr does—or does not—say could upend her community. It could
also endanger her life.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10J9C9zDcPhqeQEJjC2hormEBUqLFiQ2k-2cLten3QSA/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EeS7bVhtucOPC_muQSqs9EXIM5ghM5LJ/view?usp=sharing
mailto:ktomanocy@metropolitanels.com
mailto:ssylvester@metropolitanels.com


Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker Rhodes
Only the living can make the world better. Live and make it better. Twelve-year-old Jerome is shot by a police
officer who mistakes his toy gun for a real threat. As a ghost, he observes the devastation that's been
unleashed on his family and community in the wake of what they see as an unjust and brutal killing. Soon
Jerome meets another ghost: Emmett Till, a boy from a very different time but similar circumstances. Emmett
helps Jerome process what has happened, on a journey towards recognizing how historical racism may have
led to the events that ended his life. Jerome also meets Sarah, the daughter of the police officer, who grapples
with her father's actions. Jewell Parker Rhodes tells a story about how children and families face the
complexities of today's world, and how one boy grows to understand American blackness in the aftermath of
his own death.

All American Boys by Jason Reynolds and Brendan Kiely
A bag of chips. That’s all sixteen-year-old Rashad is looking for at the corner bodega. What he finds instead is a
fist-happy cop, Paul Galluzzo, who mistakes Rashad for a shoplifter, mistakes Rashad’s pleadings that he’s
stolen nothing for belligerence, mistakes Rashad’s resistance to leave the bodega as resisting arrest, mistakes
Rashad’s every flinch at every punch the cop throws as further resistance and refusal to STAY STILL as
ordered. But how can you stay still when someone is pounding your face into the concrete pavement?

There were witnesses: Quinn Collins—a varsity basketball player and Rashad’s classmate who has been raised
by Paul since his own father died in Afghanistan—and a video camera. Soon the beating is all over the news
and Paul is getting threatened with accusations of prejudice and racial brutality. Quinn refuses to believe that
the man who has basically been his savior could possibly be guilty. But then Rashad is absent. And absent
again. And again. And the basketball team—half of whom are Rashad’s best friends—start to take sides. As
does the school. And the town. Simmering tensions threaten to explode as Rashad and Quinn are forced to
face decisions and consequences they had never considered before.

How It Went Down by Kekla Magoon
When sixteen-year-old Tariq Johnson dies from two gunshot wounds, his community is thrown into an uproar.
Tariq was black. The shooter, Jack Franklin, is white.

In the aftermath of Tariq's death, everyone has something to say, but no two accounts of the events line up.
Day by day, new twists further obscure the truth. Tariq's friends, family, and community struggle to make sense
of the tragedy, and to cope with the hole left behind when a life is cut short. In their own words, they grapple for
a way to say with certainty: This is how it went down.

Dear Martin by Nic Stone
Justyce McAllister is top of his class and set for the Ivy League—but none of that matters to the police officer
who just put him in handcuffs. And despite leaving his rough neighborhood behind, he can't escape the scorn
of his former peers or the ridicule of his new classmates. Justyce looks to the teachings of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. for answers. But do they hold up anymore? He starts a journal to Dr. King to find out.

Then comes the day Justyce goes driving with his best friend, Manny, windows rolled down, music turned
up—way up, sparking the fury of a white off-duty cop beside them. Words fly. Shots are fired. Justyce and
Manny are caught in the crosshairs. In the media fallout, it's Justyce who is under attack.

Tyler Johnson Was Here by Jay Coles
When Marvin Johnson's twin, Tyler, goes to a party, Marvin decides to tag along to keep an eye on his brother.
But what starts as harmless fun turns into a shooting, followed by a police raid.



The next day, Tyler has gone missing, and it's up to Marvin to find him. But when Tyler is found dead, a video
leaked online tells an even more chilling story: Tyler has been shot and killed by a police officer. Terrified as his
mother unravels and mourning a brother who is now a hashtag, Marvin must learn what justice and freedom
really mean.

Example Reader Reflection Text

Hi Ms. Sylvester!

I just finished the book Red Queen. At the beginning, I was struck by the
main character Mare, a tough, poor girl who lives far from the rich capital…who has
to steal to feed her family…who has a little sister she loves and protects…and a
boy she steals with, but who may mean more to her later in the book. I connected
with Mare’s character because siblings are so important to me as well, and I often
have to take care of my younger brothers. I think this impacts Mare’s character
because it makes her more responsible, which is ultimately why she ends up
working in the Silver Palace.

As I got deeper into the book, I got swept away. There were lots of different
romances that kept me interested because I didn’t know who Mare, the main
character, would choose. I hoped she would choose Cal because I felt at his heart
he was a good guy, even though he had to do what his father said in order to
protect the kingdom. The book didn’t give enough information about Kilorn for me
to be on his team, but I felt that he was too jealous. Maven seemed a little weak,
and his mom made me nervous. Her superpower was that she controls people’s
minds! (Oh, yeah, lots of characters in this book have super powers!)

Lastly, this book made me think about who we trust, and how betrayal can
affect us. As Julian, Mare’s teacher says, “Anyone can betray anyone.” I was
SHOCKED when one of the princes stabbed Mare in the back at the end of the
story. This made me think about how the world Mare lives in has different rules
than our world - because everyone is struggling to survive, some of the characters
have to resort to going against their friends and loved ones. This makes me think
that their lives are more desperate than ours, and the world they live in is harsh. I
think ultimately, Mare learns important lessons about who we should trust, and the
fact that when our world is not set up to help us, sometimes the only person you
can rely on is yourself.

I hope you have a great rest of your summer. Bye!
Ms. Tomanocy


