
Dear Rising Juniors, June 2021

Half of high school is nearly done!  The ending of this school year has not been normal, and we don’t know
what the future holds. But we do know that it is important to continue to grow as readers, writers, and
thinkers. This summer, you will have two options of books to read: one fiction and one non-fiction. (You only
need to choose one!) Below, you can find details of the assignment, as well how you can access these books
online. Start sooner rather than later, and have a safe and relaxing summer! We are looking forward to reading
with and learning from you.

Best,
Ms. Ellis and Ms. Lagos

Learning Target: I can thoughtfully respond to a work of literature.

Task: Read one of the book options below, text-code while you read, and respond to a writing prompt.

Option 1 (Fiction): The Book of Unknown Americans by Cristina Henríquez

About The Book of Unknown Americans:

A boy and a girl who fall in love. Two families whose hopes collide
with destiny. An extraordinary novel that offers a resonant new
definition of what it means to be American.

Arturo and Alma Rivera have lived their whole lives in Mexico. One
day, their beautiful fifteen-year-old daughter, Maribel, sustains a
terrible injury, one that casts doubt on whether she’ll ever be the
same. And so, leaving all they have behind, the Riveras come to
America with a single dream: that in this country of great
opportunity and resources, Maribel can get better.

When Mayor Toro, whose family is from Panama, sees Maribel in a
Dollar Tree store, it is love at first sight. It’s also the beginning of a
friendship between the Rivera and Toro families, whose web of guilt
and love and responsibility is at this novel’s core.

Woven into their stories are the testimonials of men and women who
have come to the United States from all over Latin America. Their
journeys and their voices will inspire you, surprise you, and break
your heart.



Option 2 (Non-fiction): Dreams from My Father by Barack Obama

About Dreams from My Father:

In this lyrical, unsentimental, and compelling memoir, the son of a
Black African father and a White American mother searches for a
workable meaning to his life as a Black American. It begins in New
York, where Barack Obama learns that his father - a figure he knows
more as a myth than as a man - has been killed in a car accident. This
sudden death inspires an emotional odyssey - first to a small town in
Kansas, from which he retraces the migration of his mother’s family
to Hawaii, and then to Kenya, where he meets the African side of his
family, confronts the bitter truth of his father’s life, and at last
reconciles his divided inheritance.

How can I access these books?

These books are available as ebooks on SORA. You will be able to read your chosen book for free on a
computer, tablet, your phone. Directions are below.

You may also buy a physical book or borrow one from Queens Public Library. If you come to the building in
person, limited copies of The Book of Unknown Americans are available to borrow.

You may also choose to listen to the book as an audiobook. You may purchase the audiobook, or listen to it
for free with a free trial from Audible.



Using SORA:

1. Fill out this Google Survey.

2. Sign in to SORA with your DOE email. If you do not know your DOE email, reach out to Ms.
Ms. Ellis (rellis@metropolitanels.com). If you do not know your password, you can use this tool.

3. Once you have filled out the survey and signed into SORA, your book should be available in
about a week. Watch the tutorial here! You can find it by looking on your “shelf.” If you do not
see it there, please reach out Ms. Ehlers or Ms. Ellis.

How should I text-code?

If you have a physical book, you may write in it or use post-its. If you are reading an ebook or listening to an
audiobook, you should take notes in a double-entry journal (see example below). If you choose to type this, a
Google Document has already been created for you on Google Classroom.

Example from Book My thoughts

This could be a quote or paraphrase. If there is no
page number (because you are reading online or
listening to the book), you can include the chapter
number.

This could include a question, something you find
interesting or meaningful, or a connection. You are
essentially having a conversation with the book.
Think about the TQE protocol you used this year.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScJV9tyfdABCPHDYtWQBd_3lYDyc03dIW6DubkgiaNNkCT9BA/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:rellis@metropolitanels.com
https://idm.nycenet.edu/students/start.form
https://metropolitanels.libguides.com/melslibrary/sora
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G5pimV4RYHb4vF5q8NfKAkQdYeqYRu2_YiiEXInyN8c/edit


Writing prompt: Choose one of the following writing prompts as a way to respond to the book.

● Option 1: Write a letter (3 paragraphs) to the author asking them about the theme, character,
and/or plot points that you find interesting. You may choose to compliment them and explain
how the book impacted you.  Or, you may choose to criticize the book and complain about the
story or poor writing.

● Option 2: Pretend that you are a magazine reporter conducting an interview with Mayor (The
Book of Unknown Americans) or Barack Obama (Dreams from My Father). Prepare three
questions that they might be asked, and answer them as you feel they might (1 paragraph each).
Answers should be based on information either found or suggested in the book.

● Option 3: Choose three significant moments from the book. For each, choose a song that reflects
the feelings and themes of that moment. For each song, write a one paragraph response
explaining specifically how the lyrics connect to the reading.

Rubric

4 3 2 1

Demonstrates an
in-depth understanding
of the book and includes
an exploration of plot,
characters, theme and
setting.

Writing is clear,
organized, and original.

Demonstrates an
understanding of the
book and mentions plot,
characters, theme and
setting; more details
could be included.

Writing is clear and
organized.

Demonstrates some
confusion about the
book; plot, characters,
theme and/or setting
may not be mentioned.

Writing may be unclear
and/or disorganized.

Does not demonstrate
an understanding of the
book.

Writing is not clear or
organized.

Where should I submit my work?

Submit your writing and your text-coding to the Rising Junior Summer Reading assignment that is posted
on the Class of 2023 Google Classroom page. If you have any questions, please reach out to
rellis@metropolitanels.com and klagos@metropolitanels.com

mailto:rellis@metropolitanels.com
mailto:klagos@metropolitanels.com

